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Pond Science LLC Thriving with Support from 

Florida SBDC at Eastern Florida State College 

Brevard Company Making Aquatic Ecosystems 

Healthy and Beautiful 

Orlando, FL – Water is a big issue for Florida and its future growth. Population growth, agriculture and industry 

threaten the natural beauty and water quality of our springs, waterways and wetlands. Invasive foreign plant 

life infests our ponds and streams. In the face of these challenges, there are solutions to be had and business 

opportunities to be pursued. 

Pond Science LLC of Brevard County, FL, led by founder and owner Laura Parkel, was started 10 years ago to 

improve the ecology and enhance the natural beauty of Central Florida’s ponds and shorelines. Building on a 

B.A. in Limnology (Freshwater Ecology), her experience as an Aquatic Biologist at Walt Disney World and a 

subsequent M.S. in Soil and Water Science with emphasis in wetlands and aquatic systems from the University 

of Florida, through Pond Science LLC Parkel has set about “to create healthy, beautiful ponds” in two ways:  

by revitalizing earth-bottom retention ponds and by building, rebuilding and/or repairing water gardens and 

features, and maintaining both. 

By strategically deploying aerators to re-oxygenate the water and removing exotic nuisance weeds, Pond Sci-

ence is able to rid retention ponds of muck, make the water clearer and cleaner and create a healthy environ-

ment for water creatures, insects and native plants. As trained and certified aquascape contractors, Parkel and 

her team are able build beautiful new water gardens, or repair and rebuild those that were originally installed 

by untrained developers and landscapers.  

As worthwhile as Pond Science’s mission is, it is still a business and Parkel wanted to make sure it was sustain-

able and growing. Based upon her experience at weVentures, the Florida Institute of Technology’s program for 

‘womenpreneurs’, she turned to Martin Duffy, a consultant at and the Area Manager of the Florida SBDC at 

Eastern Florida State College, a satellite office of the FSBDC at UCF. With support from Duffy and his FSBDC 

team, Parkel has been successfully growing her business ever since. 
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The assistance from the FSBDC has come in a variety of areas. Parkel and her employees attended seminars 

to build their marketing and finance knowledge. The company leveraged the FSBDC’s market research data-

bases to identify business opportunities. And she benefited from Duffy’s consulting in the form of improved 

budgeting, financial forecasting and online marketing. 

“My business has grown tremendously since we started working with the FSBDC,” says Parkel. “We have dou-

bled our revenues and been able to hire two new employees. I may be an expert in aquatic science but, on 

the business side, I didn’t know what I didn’t know before. Now, with the help of the FSBDC, I want to see 

what else I need to know to take the company to the next level.” 

“Building a marketing plan; financial management training; digital marketing best practices: these are just 

some of the services our team at the FSBDC can provide,” remarked Duffy. “We have the people to do labor-

intensive market research as well as tools and databases that small businesses don’t have access to. Bring the 

whole package together and we are able to make a big difference in the community.” 

-- FSBDC -- 

About the FSBDC at UCF 

With its main office in the National Entrepreneur Center located at the Fashion Square Mall in Orlando, the Florida SBDC 

at the University of Central Florida (FSBDC at UCF) is part of the UCF Office of Research & Commercialization and the 

Florida SBDC Network (FSBDC Network). THE FSBDC at UCF provides business seminars and no-cost, one-on-one 

business consultation to emerging and established businesses. The FSBDC at UCF serves an eight-county area that 

includes Brevard, Flagler, Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Sumter, and Volusia counties and maintains 10 service 

centers across Central Florida.  

In 2015, the FSBDC at UCF served almost 7,000 entrepreneurs in Central Florida through consulting and training, 

resulting in more than 7,300 jobs created, retained or saved; $990 million in sales growth; $74.4 million in capital 

formation; $101.7 million in government contract awards; and 111 new businesses started.  

About the FSBDC Network 

The FSBDC at UCF is a member of the Florida SBDC Network, a statewide service network funded in part through 

cooperative agreements with the U.S. Small Business Administration, Defense Logistics Agency, State of Florida and 

other private and public partners. The Florida SBDC Network is hosted by the University of West Florida and is nationally 

accredited by the Association of SBDCs. All opinions, conclusions or recommendations expressed are those of the 

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the SBA. 

For over 35 years, the FSBDC Network has nourished a statewide partnership between higher education and economic 

development organizations, dedicated to providing emerging and established business owners with management and 

technical assistance, enabling overall growth and increased profitability for the businesses and economic prosperity for 

the state. The FSBDC Network is a statewide service system of 41 centers with 60 outreach locations, including the 

FSBDC at UCF. 

In 2015, the Florida SBDCs served almost 45,500 entrepreneurs and small business owners through consulting and 

training, resulting in 217,849 jobs created, retained or saved; $29.3 billion in sales growth; $947.4 million in capital 

accessed; $2.1 billion in government contract awards; and 3,857 new businesses started.  

FSBDC at UCF | 3201 E. Colonial Drive | Orlando, FL 32801 | p 407.420.4850 | f 407.420.4862 

sbdc@ucf.edu | www.sbdcorlando.com 

mailto:sbdc@ucf.edu
http://www.sbdcorlando.com/


 

 


